THE REMINISCENCES OF CARL SCHURZ
make especial exertions in their behalf. In some cases, having
satisfied myself as to their antecedents and qualifications, I
willingly did so, and two of them, Major Hoffman, who had
heen an engineer officer in the Prussian army, which he had left
for honorable cause, and who had then served with Garibaldi
in his remarkable campaign for the liberation of Italy, and
Captain Spraul, a former Bavarian officer, who had also joined
Garibaldi, I caused to be appointed "additional aides-de-
camp," a military grade especially created for such appoint-
ments, and took them upon my own staff, where they did
excellent service. Hoffman remained in government employ-
ment as an engineer long after the close of the war. One of
the best men that came here at that time was Captain Hubert
Dilger, who had served in the artillery of the Grand Duchy of
Baden. He greatly distinguished himself as one of the most
brilliant artillery officers in our army, and I had the good for-
tune of having him in my command for a considerable time.

In other instances my experience was different. A young
man, calling himself Count von Schweinitz, presented himself
to me neatly attired in the uniform of an Austrian officer of
Uhlans. He was very glib of tongue, and exhibited papers
which had an authentic look, and seemed to sustain his pre-
tensions. But there were occasional smartnesses in his conver-
sation which made me suspicious. He may have noticed that I
hesitated to trust him, for suddenly he ceased to press me with
his suit. I learned afterwards that he had succeeded in obtain-
ing some appointment, and also in borrowing considerable sums
of money from two foreign Ministers. Finally it turned out
that his mother was a washerwoman, that he had served an
Austrian officer of Uhlans as a valet, and that as such he had
possessed himself of his uniform and his master's papers.

Another foreign nobleman sought my intercession, ofans,
